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The Honourable the Chief Justice has been following the recent debate, albeit by a few,
surrounding the recent award of silk by his Excellency the President of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago to him and the longest serving member of the bench and most senior appellate
Judge, Justice of Appeal, Wendell Kangaloo.

He has so far chosen to allow the debate to pan out without any intervention by himself, but in
light of certain unfortunate positions that have been developing, his Lordship is constrained to
observe as follows.

AN IMPORTANT POINT IS BEING MISSED IN THE WHOLE CONTROVERSY OVER
THE ALLEGED BREACH OF THE SEPARATION OF POWERS. IT CANNOT BE THAT
THE GRANT OF AN HONOUR OR AWARD BY THE PRESIDENT TO A SITTING JUDGE
ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PRIME MINISTER IS, BY ITSELF, A BREACH
OF THE SEPARATION OF POWERS OR A THREAT TO THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE
JUDICIARY ELSE THOSE PERSONS [INCLUDING FORMER CHIEF JUSTICES DE
LABASTIDE AND SHARMA] WHO AS SITTING JUDGES ACCEPTED NATIONAL
AWARDS WOULD HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF CONDONING SUCH A BREACH AND
SHOULD CONSIDER RETURNING THEM. ONE IS LEFT TO WONDER WHETHER IN
THE CASE OF THE RECENT AWARD OF SILK THE REAL OBJECTION IS TO THE
PARTICULAR AWARD, THE PARTICULAR JUDGES OR THE PARTICULAR PRIME
MINISTER. IF THERE CAN BE SOME CLARITY ON THAT ISSUE THEN PERHAPS WE
CAN HAVE A MEANINGFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE.

His Lordship says until this clarity, he shall maintain his silence on the debate
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